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Department of Treasury grant the request for the 2017 through 2020 tax years (current and 
previous three years)? 

No. Chris’ request will be denied. The statute only allows the Michigan Department of Treasury 
to review a request for principal residence exemption in any year before the 3 immediately 
preceding tax years for which the exemption was not on the tax roll as a result of a qualified 
error. Here, the 2017 through 2020 tax years are for the current and previous three years which 
are tax years the Michigan Department of Treasury are unable to address. However, the 
July/December Board of Review may grant a principal residence exemption for the current and 
previous three years if an owner occupied a principal residence for which the exemption was 
not on the tax roll for the current and previous three years.  

See the Board of Review website and associated resources to learn more about the Board of 
Review. 

295. How will an owner know the result of the review of the submitted Request for Principal
Residence Exemption – Qualified Error (Form 5101) and the supporting documentation by the
Michigan Department of Treasury?

If the Michigan Department of Treasury approves a Request for Principal Residence Exemption 
– Qualified Error (Form 5101), the owner will receive a Notice of Rebate letter. If the Michigan
Department of Treasury denies a Request for Principal Residence Exemption – Qualified Error
(Form 5101), the owner will receive a Notice of Rebate Denial letter. In addition to sending this
Notice to the owner, the Michigan Department of Treasury will also send this notice to the
treasurer of the local tax collecting unit, the County Treasurer, and other relevant officials.

296. If the submitted Request for Principal Residence Exemption – Qualified Error (Form
5101) is granted, who issues the refund/rebate?

The treasurer of the county where the property is located will issue the rebate. A rebate, 
including any interest paid by the owner, shall be paid to the owner within 30 days of the 
receipt of the notice. A rebate shall be without interest.  

APPEAL RIGHTS 

297. What if an owner disagrees with the Michigan Department of Treasury’s denial of the
submitted Request for Principal Residence Exemption – Qualified Error (Form 5101)?

In accordance with MCL 211.7cc(13), an owner may appeal a Notice of Rebate Denial of the 
Michigan Department of Treasury to the residential and small claims division of the Michigan 
Tax Tribunal within 35 days of that decision.  
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298. How can an owner initiate an appeal of a Notice of Rebate Denial with the Michigan Tax
Tribunal?

An appeal to the Michigan Tax Tribunal can be initiated by the timely filing of a petition form, 
Petition for Denial of Exemption for Principal Residence/Qualified Agricultural, and the $25.00 
filing fee, if required, with the Michigan Tax Tribunal. The petition must be a Michigan Tax 
Tribunal form, or a form approved by the Michigan Tax Tribunal.  

299. Where can an owner obtain a petition form to appeal to the Michigan Tax Tribunal?

The owner can obtain a petition form online at www.michigan.gov/taxtrib. The form, Petition 
for Denial of Exemption for Principal Residence/Qualified Agricultural can be printed and 
mailed to the Michigan Tax Tribunal at PO Box 30232, Lansing, MI 48909 or complete the form 
online and submit it electronically, if provided for by the Michigan Tax Tribunal. 

300. How long does an owner have to appeal the Michigan Department of Treasury’s Notice
of Rebate Denial to the Michigan Tax Tribunal?

In accordance with MCL 211.7cc(13), an owner may appeal a Notice of Rebate Denial of the 
Michigan Department of Treasury to the residential and small claims division of the Michigan 
Tax Tribunal within 35 days of that decision. 

301. What if an owner fails to appeal a Notice of Rebate Denial to the Michigan Tax Tribunal
within 35 days of that decision?

The Michigan Tax Tribunal may dismiss the appeal as untimely. 

302. Where can an owner learn more about the Michigan Tax Tribunal appeal rules and
appeal process?

The owner can obtain more information about the Michigan Tax Tribunal rules and appeal 
process online at www.michigan.gov/taxtrib or the taxpayer may call the Michigan Tax Tribunal 
at 517-335-9760. 

303. What if an owner disagrees with the ruling of the Michigan Tax Tribunal?

The owner may appeal the final decision of the Michigan Tax Tribunal to the Michigan Court of 
Appeals. 
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GLOSSARY 

IMPORTANT: The definitions in this glossary are not intended as legal definitions but are 
provided only as an aid to the reader for the purpose of interpreting the Principal Residence 
Exemption statute. 

Active Duty Military: Full-time active duty with the Army, Navy, Air Force, Marine Corps, or 
Coast Guard of the United States. 

Adjoining: Touching; sharing a common boundary. Black’s Law Dictionary Deluxe (9th ed. 
2009). 

Beneficiary of a Trust: A person(s) for whose benefit property is held in trust. Black’s Law 
Dictionary Deluxe (9th ed. 2009). 

Bonafide Purchaser: A person who purchases property in good faith for valuable consideration. 

Claim for a Principal Residence Exemption: The act of completing and filing a Principal 
Residence Exemption Affidavit (Form 2368) with the Assessor of the local tax collecting unit in 
which the property is located.  

Claim for a Similar Exemption: Filing for a similar exemption or granting of a similar exemption 
in the other state.  

Clerical Error: An error of a transpositional, typographical, or mathematical nature. 

Common Areas: Areas in a bed and breakfast establishment that are available to guests as well 
as the owner of the bed and breakfast which include but are not limited to: kitchen, dining 
room, living room, fitness room, porch, hallway, laundry room, or bathroom. 

Conditional Rescission: The process which allows an owner to receive a principal residence 
exemption on his or her current principal residence and retain a principal residence exemption 
on that owner’s previously exempt property simultaneously, for up to three years, if he or she 
meets the statutory eligibility requirements listed in MCL 211.7cc(5). 

Contiguous: Touching at a point or along a boundary. Black’s Law Dictionary Deluxe (9th ed. 
2009). 

Convalescence: A state of recovering from a disease, operation, or injury. A convalescent may 
choose to be cared for at home or a relative’s home rather than in a nursing home or assisted 
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living center. For example, a person who has just had a stroke and who is recovering and 
rehabilitating at a relative’s home is an example of a convalescent. 

Cooperative Housing Corporation: A legal entity which owns real estate with the purpose of 
providing housing to its member shareholders.  

Corrective Deed: A deed that serves to correct minor defects in a prior deed but not substantial 
changes in the name of the grantee or nature of title of the grantee. 

Deed: A written instrument by which land is conveyed. Black’s Law Dictionary Deluxe (9th ed. 
2009). Warranty and Quit Claim Deeds are common deeds used to convey land. 

Denial of a Principal Residence Exemption: A statutory mechanism used by the Michigan 
Department of Treasury, Assessor, or County by which a claim for a principal residence 
exemption is rejected as a result of the taxpayer not meeting the eligibility requirements for the 
principal residence exemption.  

Foreclosure Entity Conditional Rescission: A process that allows a land contract vendor, bank, 
credit union, or other lending institution (foreclosure entity) to retain a principal residence 
exemption on foreclosed property for up to 3 years if the statutory eligibility requirements 
listed in MCL 211.7cc(5) are met.  

Intestate: Of or relating to a person who has died without a valid will. Black’s Law Dictionary 
Deluxe (9th ed. 2009). 

Intestate Succession: The method used to distribute property owned by a person who dies 
without a valid will. Black’s Law Dictionary Deluxe (9th ed. 2009). 

Irrevocable Trust: A trust that cannot be terminated by the settlor once it is created. Black’s 
Law Dictionary Deluxe (9th ed. 2009). 

Lady Bird Deed: A lady bird deed (also called an enhanced life estate deed) is a special form of 
life estate deed that gives the owner continued control over the property until his or her death. 
Once the owner dies, the property is transferred automatically to new owners without the 
need for probate. 

Land Contract: A contract between the buyer and seller of real property in which the seller 
provides the buyer financing in the purchase, and the buyer repays the resulting loan in 
installments.  

Land Contract Vendee: A purchaser of property by land contract. 
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